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Preface

The Asia Pacific Journal of Religions and Cultures (AJRC) is an interdisciplinary
journal encouraging multidisciplinary working scholars in humanities, social sciences,
religious studies and cultural inquiry to explore cross-cultural and religious perspectives with
an innovative and transdisciplinary focus. AJRC is an open-access journal, hosted by
Buddhapanya Sri Thawarawadee Buddhist College, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University, biannually publishing research papers (January-June, July-December) and special
issues, both via a double-blind peer review process.

We are pleased to present Vol.6.2 of the AJRC, the second issue of the 2022. This
volume consists of eleven articles covering a wide range of topics in the areas of education,
music, healthcare, marketing, and management. We continue to welcome contributions of
multidisciplinary nature, that can help to improve aspects of understanding, competencies, and
applications to manage operations, innovation, and creativity, of any nature, at any level —
individual, team, group, organizational, societal, national, ecosystemic or at the global level.

All submitted papers must be original and not submitted or published elsewhere.
Submitted papers will undergo originality assessment. Manuscripts will pass through an initial
editorial screening and are sent for double-blind review to anonymous independent referees.
Apart from research articles, we also accept quality book reviews. All accepted articles, after
appropriate revisions, will be published online on our Journal’s website, and are downloadable
free of charge. We recommend that potential authors review our publishing policies,
manuscript requirements, and formats, before submitting their manuscripts to the Journal.

==l

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Roman Meinhold
Editor in Chief
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to investigate the background and
importance of mural painting, its problems of public relations and its problem
solving approaches to develop the cultural tourism public relations about a Folk
Epic of Khun Chang-Khun Paen in Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan, Muang District,
Suphan Buri Province. The researcher employed a mixed method studies
through the Explanatory Stepwise Research. The first step was a quantitative
research by applying questionnaire conducted with tourists visiting the mural
painting. The second step was a qualitative research to more evidently clarify
results through purposively sampling. 11 samples were a monk, 2 temple
committee members, a cultural scholar, a tourism scholar, five mass media, a
tourist representative and a community intellectual. The instruments for data
collection were the informal interview format, focus groups, and workshops.
The researcher found that its background and significance were inaugurated in
the Abbot Term of His Most Ven. Phradhamma Mahaviranuvattara and
completed in the Abbot Term of His Most Ven. Phradhepsuwannamolee in
2004. The mural contained 60 paintings about the Sepha Literature of Khun
Chang-Khun Paen painted by Muangsingh Janchaai. They provided the past of
the Thais because they collected the Thai customs and cultures from national
unto the local levels. They were the important sources to learn about Thailand
where the Thai later generations should learn about their identities of Thainess.
With regards to public relations on printed matters, personal media, audio visual
aids and mass media were at moderate level of 3.30, 3.30, 2.90 and 2.95 by
average, respectively. The problem of printed matters was the most critical
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Thai tourism industry to retrain its 1 in 5 of the world rank in terms of gross
income and 1 in 10 in terms of the tourist numbers in the world rank. It also
maintained the bottom-line of gross income for not less than 33%.

Suphanburi is a province located in the west-central of Thailand with
the areas of 5,358.01 square kilometers. It north adheres to Uthaithani Province
and Chainat Province. It east adheres to Singhburi Province, Angthong Province
and Phra Nakon Sri Ayutthya Province. It south adheres to Nakhon Pathom
Province and Kanchanaburi Province. Its west adheres to Kanchanaburi
Province and Uthaithani Province. It most lands are paddy fields with Tha Chin
River or Suphanburi River as the major river runs through its north to south.
Suphanburi Province homes diverse resources responsive to organize tourism. It
homes rich nature, archeological sites, archeological materials, cultures,
traditions, and ethnic groups. In history, Suphanburi Province aged nor less than
3000 years since the era of Khun Luong Pha Ngua, the first Suphanburi dynasty,
the victory of the elephant fight by His Majesty Naresuan the Great over
Phramaha Upparacha at the Don Jedi battle zone, where mega-celebration to
honor His Majesty has been organized each year.

Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan, was previously called “Wat Lan Makwit” an
ancient temple associated with Suphanburi Province and estimated ages of 1,
200 years. It is located at rim of Malai Man Road, Rua Yai Sub-District, Muang
District, Suphanburi Province. Common villagers call it “Wat Pa”. In its temple,
it situates Luong Phor To in Pa Le Lai mudra a Buddha Image of U-thong of
Suvarnbhumi Era. Within the image, there were 36 relics of His Lord Buddha
offered by Phramaha Lai Ya Laai. At present it is the Royal Temple of the third
Order. Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan connected to the renowned local epic of
Thailand and that is the Sepha Khun Chang-Khun Paen, the Nirat (Journey)
Muang Suphan of Sunthorn Phou, the Birth of Khun Chang-Khun Paen Legend
an important Thai literature. It narration and sites as in the literature were still
found until today such as Wat Pa Lelai, Ban Rua Yai, Wat Khow Yai, Tha Sib
Bia Rai Faai, Wat Khae. Sala Khun Paen at Wat Ta Lum, and Phu Muong
Waterfall. The Khun Chang-Khun Paen is a local literature narrated since the
Ayudhya era and become the dignified literature to the Suphanburi people and
Thailand. In the age of His Majesty Rama V, it was first printed in 1872 at the
Hor Smith Press. However, there are two major references, today which are the
Sepha Khun Chang-Khun Paen of the Vajirayana Library and the Wat Khor
Khun Chang-Khun Paen.
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2. To investigate the problems of public relations on the mural
paintings of Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan, Muang District Suphanburi Province.

3. To investigate the PR development approaches of the mural paintings
of Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan, Muang District Suphanburi Province.

Literature Review

Suphanburi is a province located in the west-central of Thailand with
the areas of 5,358.01 square kilometers. It north adheres to Uthaithani Province
and Chainat Province. It east adheres to Singhburi Province, Angthong Province
and Phra Nakon Sri Ayutthya Province. It south adheres to Nakhon Pathom
Province and Kanchanaburi Province. Its west adheres to Kanchanaburi
Province and Uthaithani Province. It most lands are paddy fields with Tha Chin
River or Suphanburi River as the major river runs through its north to south.
Suphanburi Province homes diverse resources responsive to organize tourism. It
homes rich nature, archeological sites, archeological materials, cultures,
traditions, and ethnic groups.

In history, Suphanburi Province aged nor less than 3000 years since the
era of Khun Luong Pha Ngua, the first Suphanburi dynasty, the victory of the
elephant fight by His Majesty Naresuan the Great over Phramaha Upparacha at
the Don Jedi battle zone, where mega-celebration to honor His Majesty has been
organized each year.

Wat Pa Lelai Worawihan connected to the renowned local epic of
Thailand and that is the Sepha Khun Chang-Khun Paen, the Nirat (Journey)
Muang Suphan of Sunthorn Phou, the Birth of Khun Chang-Khun Paen Legend
an important Thai literature. It narration and sites as in the literature were still
found until today such as Wat Pa Lelai, Ban Rua Yai, Wat Khow Yai, Tha Sib
Bia Rai Faai, Wat Khae. Sala Khun Paen at Wat Ta Lum, and Phu Muong
Waterfall. The Khun Chang-Khun Paen is a local literature narrated since the
Ayudhya era and become the dignified literature to the Suphanburi people and
Thailand.

Research Methodology

This study employed a mixed quantitative and qualitative research
explored from Sepha literature of Khun Chang-Khun Paen, books and
documents linked to the mural paintings whether they were involved with public






